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United Nations Security Council 
 

Introduction to the United Nations Security Council 

 

The United Nations Security Council is the paramount council of the United Nations with 5 
permanent members and 10 rotating members. Its establishment and nature is enshrined in 
Chapter V of the United Nations Charter. Chapters VI, VII, VII and XII all contain provisions 
pertaining the powers of the Security Council, which, to alleviate the burden of the shoulders 
of you delegates, shall be elucidated in the following paragraph. 

Chapter VI pertains to the Pacific Settlement of Disputes, within which, under articles 33 to 
38, the Security Council may call upon the settlement of such disputes by the parties involved, 
investigate such disputes and recommend appropriate procedures or methods of adjustment 
or resolution of the issue in a pacific manner. Chapter VII deals with the Action with Respect 
to Threats to the Peace, Breaches of the Peace and Acts of Aggression, within which, under 
articles 39 to 41, the Security Council may determine any of the three aforementioned 
violations, call upon parties involved to comply with provisional measures and invoke non-
armed measures towards the resolution of it. Articles 42 to 50 pertain to the utilization of 
armed-measures, the procedures towards invoking and carrying out such measures and 
responsibilities and options for UN member states in light of such measures being employed. 
Article 51 of the same chapter VII finally iterates the inherent right of member states towards 
individual and collective self-defence. Chapter VIII contains only articles 52 to 54, which 
enshrine the practices involving regional arrangements, particularly in regards to how the 
Security Council may utilize such regional arrangements, but also how these will always 
require explicit authorization from the Security Council, should they wish to get seriously 
involved in matters. Finally, we have Chapter XII, which pertains to the International 
Trusteeship System, under whose articles 83 and 84 mentions the Security Council as the sole 
approver of terms regarding such trusteeship agreements, as well as the body to whom the 
administering authority would be obligated as a contractual partner in this agreement.  

It is vital to note that passage of a resolution in the Security Council is conditional on the 
affirmative voting of 9 member states and the absence of usage of the veto power, which a 
certain 5 states hold.  

As diplomatic delegates to the most powerful body of the UN system, we hope that you will 
perform your duties with dignity, equity and diligence, without forsaking the policy of your 
state. 
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“The Situations in Temporarily Occupied Territories of Ukraine” 

 

 
Despite being an independent country since 1991, as the former Soviet republic Ukraine has 
been perceived by Russia as being part of its sphere of influence. Iulian Chifu and his co-
authors claim that in regard to Ukraine, Russia pursues a modernized version of the Brezhnev 
Doctrine on "limited sovereignty", which dictates that the sovereignty of Ukraine cannot be 
larger than that of the Warsaw Pact prior to the demise of the Soviet sphere of influence. This 
claim is based on statements of Russian leaders that possible integration of Ukraine into 
NATO would jeopardize Russia's national security. 

Following the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991, both Ukraine and Russia continued to retain 
very close ties for decades. At the same time, there were several sticking points, most importantly 
Ukraine's significant nuclear arsenal, which Ukraine agreed to abandon in the Budapest Memorandum 
on Security Assurances (December 1994) on the condition that Russia (and the other signatories) 
would issue an assurance against threats or use of force against the territorial integrity or political 
independence of Ukraine. In 1999, Russia was one of signatories of Charter for European Security, 
where it "reaffirmed the inherent right of each and every participating State to be free to choose or 
change its security arrangements, including treaties of alliance, as they evolve"; both would prove 
worthless in 2014.  

A second point was the division of the Black Sea Fleet. Ukraine agreed to lease a number of naval 
facilities including those in Sevastopol so that the Russian Black Sea fleet could continue to be based 
there together with Ukrainian naval forces. Starting in 1993, through the 1990s and 2000s, Ukraine 
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and Russia engaged in several gas disputes. In 2001, Ukraine, along with Georgia, Azerbaijan, and 
Moldova, formed a group called GUAM Organization for Democracy and Economic Development, 
which was seen by Russia as a direct challenge to the CIS, the Russian-dominated trade group 
established after the collapse of the Soviet Union. Russia was further irritated by the Orange 
Revolution of 2004, which saw the Ukrainian populist Viktor Yushchenko elected president instead of 
the pro-Russian Viktor Yanukovich. Moreover, Ukraine continued to increase its cooperation 
with NATO, deploying the third-largest contingent of troops to Iraq in 2004, as well as dedicating 
peacekeepers to NATO missions such as the ISAF force in Afghanistan and KFOR in Kosovo. 

A pro-Russian president, Viktor Yanukovich, was elected in 2010 and Russia felt that many ties with 
Ukraine could be repaired. Prior to this, Ukraine had not renewed the lease of naval facilities in Crimea, 
meaning that Russian troops would have to leave Crimea by 2017. However, Yanukovich signed a new 
lease and expanded allowable troop presence as well as allowing troops to train in the Kerch 
peninsula. Many in Ukraine viewed the extension as unconstitutional because Ukraine's constitution 
states that no permanent foreign troops shall be stationed in Ukraine after the Sevastopol treaty 
expired. Yulia Tymoshenko, the main opposition figure of Yanukovich, was jailed on what many 
considered trumped up charges, leading to further dissatisfaction with the government. In November 
2013, Viktor Yanukovich declined to sign an association agreement with the European Union, a treaty 
that had been in development for several years and one that Yanukovich had earlier approved 
of Yanukovich instead favored closer ties with Russia. 

In September 2013, Russia warned Ukraine that if it went ahead with a planned agreement on free 
trade with the EU, it would face financial catastrophe and possibly the collapse of the state. Sergey 
Glazyev, adviser to President Vladimir Putin, said that, "Ukrainian authorities make a huge mistake if 
they think that the Russian reaction will become neutral in a few years from now. This will not 
happen." Russia had already imposed import restrictions on certain Ukrainian products and Glazyev 
did not rule out further sanctions if the agreement was signed. Glazyev allowed for the possibility of 
separatist movements springing up in the Russian-speaking east and south of Ukraine. He insisted 
that, contrary to international law, if Ukraine signed the agreement, from a legal point of view, the 
Ukrainian government would violate the bilateral treaty on strategic partnership and friendship with 
Russia that delineates the countries' borders. Russia would no longer guarantee Ukraine's status as a 
state and could possibly intervene if pro-Russian regions of the country appealed directly to Russia. 

“The Euromaidan Movement”, “Crimean Annexation” and “Donbass” are the three main aspects to 
this conflict. 

Following months of protests as part of the Euromaidan movement, on 22 February 2014, 
protesters ousted the government of Viktor Yanukovych, who had been democratically elected in 
2010. The protesters took control of government buildings in the capital city of Kyiv, along with the 
city itself. As the police abandoned their posts across the capital Kyiv and the opposition established 
control over key intersections and the parliament, President Yanukovych fled Kyiv.  

After Yanukovych, the new interim head of state for Ukraine decided to undo whatever pro-Russian 
moves that were taken by the previous administration after several discussions on the politics of 
language took place. While inner conflicts on this were being solved, on the morning of 27 
February, Berkut special police units from Crimea and other regions of Ukraine (which had been 
dissolved on 25 February) seized checkpoints on the Isthmus of Perekop and Chonhar 
peninsula. According to Ukrainian MP Hennadiy Moskal, former chief of the Crimean police, these 
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Berkut had armoured personnel carriers, grenade launchers, assault rifles, machine guns, and other 
weapons. Since then, they have controlled all land traffic between Crimea and continental Ukraine. 

 
Days after Ukrainian president Viktor Yanukovich fled the capital of Kyiv in late February 2014, armed 
men opposed to the Euromaidan movement began to take control of 
the Crimean Peninsula. Checkpoints were established by unmarked Russian soldiers with green 
military-grade uniforms and equipment in the capital of the Autonomous Republic of 
Crimea, Simferopol, and the independently administered port-city of Sevastopol, home to a Russian 
naval base under the Kharkiv Pact of 2010. The local population and the media referred to these men 
as "little green men". After the occupation of the Crimean parliament by these unmarked troops, 
believed to be Russian special forces, the Crimean leadership announced it would hold a referendum 
on secession from Ukraine. This heavily disputed referendum was followed by the annexation of 
Crimea by the Russian Federation in mid-March. Ukraine and most of the international community 
refused to recognize the referendum or the annexation. On 15 April, the Ukrainian parliament 
declared Crimea a territory temporarily occupied by Russia. Since annexing Crimea, the Russian 
government increased its military presence in the region, with Russian president Vladimir Putin saying 
a Russian military task force would be established there. In December 2014, Ukrainian Border Guard 
Service announced Russian troops began withdrawing from the areas of Kherson Oblast. Russian 
troops occupied parts of the Arabat Spit and the islands around the Syvash which are geographically 
parts of Crimea but are administratively part of Kherson Oblast. One of such villages occupied by 
Russian troops was Strilkove, Henichesk Raion, located on the Arabat Spit, which housed an important 
gas distribution centre. Russian forces stated they took over the gas distribution center to prevent 
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terrorist attacks. Russian forces withdrew from southern Kherson and continued to occupy the gas 
distribution center outside Strilkove. The withdrawal from Kherson ended nearly 10 months of Russian 
occupation of the region. Ukraine's border guards stated the areas that were under Russian 
occupation will have to be checked for mines prior to them overtaking these positions. In November 
that year, NATO stated that it believed Russia was deploying nuclear-capable weapons to Crimea. 

The war in Donbass is an armed conflict in the Donbass region of Ukraine. From the beginning of 
March 2014, demonstrations by pro-Russian and anti-government groups took place in 
the Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts of Ukraine, together commonly called the "Donbass", in the 
aftermath of the 2014 Ukrainian revolution and the Euromaidan movement. These demonstrations, 
which followed the annexation of Crimea by the Russian Federation, and which were part of a wider 
group of concurrent pro-Russian protests across southern and eastern Ukraine, escalated into 
an armed conflict between the Russia-backed separatist forces of the self-
declared Donetsk and Lugansk People's Republics (DPR and LPR respectively), and the Ukrainian 
government. Russian volunteers are reported to make up from 15% to 80% of the combatants, with 
many claimed to be former military personnel. Recruitment for the Donbass insurgents was 
performed openly in Russian cities using private or voyenkomat facilities, as was confirmed by a 
number of Russian media. 

In context to the current situations, there hasn’t been much change except the continuous increase 
in deployment of forces by Russia and resultant death in action for both sides. Repeated increases of 
tensions in 2016, 2018 have been followed by resolutions and discussion in the United Nations and 
International Community.  
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UN Resolutions in the context of the agenda:  

 

• United Nations General Assembly Resolution 68/262 was adopted on March 27, 2014 
by the sixty-eighth session of the United Nations General Assembly in response to the 
Russian annexation of Crimea and entitled "Territorial integrity of Ukraine". The non-
binding resolution, which was supported by 100 United Nations member states, 
affirmed the General Assembly's commitment to the territorial integrity of Ukraine 
within its internationally recognized borders and underscored the invalidity of the 
2014 Crimean referendum. Eleven nations voted against the resolution, while 58 
abstained, and a further 24 states were absent when the vote took place. 
The resolution was introduced by Canada, Costa Rica, Germany, Lithuania, Poland and 
Ukraine. The adoption of the resolution was preceded by the unsuccessful attempts 
of the United Nations Security Council, which convened seven sessions to address the 
Crimean crisis, only to face a Russian veto of draft resolution S/2014/189, sponsored 
by 42 countries. 
 

• Res. 72/190, December 19, 2017, “Situation of human rights in the Autonomous 
Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol, Ukraine” 
 

• Res. 73/194, December 17, 2018, "Problem of the militarization of the Autonomous 
Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol, Ukraine, as well as parts of the Black 
Sea and the Sea of Azov" 
 

• Res. 74/17, December 9, 2019, "Problem of the militarization of the Autonomous 
Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol, Ukraine, as well as parts of the Black 
Sea and the Sea of Azov” 
 

• https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/un-documents/ukraine/-Most 
Comprehensive Listing 
 

Contemplate over possible solutions and research along the lines of the given agenda –  

• https://www.crisisgroup.org/europe-central-asia/eastern-
europe/ukraine/overcoming-ukraine-crisis 

• https://www.e-ir.info/2020/06/27/causes-and-potential-solutions-to-the-ukraine-
and-russia-conflict/ 

• https://www.businessinsider.com/this-is-the-most-realistic-solution-to-the-ukraine-
conflict-2015-10 

• https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2014/08/a-24-step-plan-to-
resolve-the-ukraine-crisis/379121/ 

• https://www.usip.org/blog/2017/08/how-end-war-ukraine 
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• https://www.cato.org/publications/commentary/ukrainian-crisis-must-not-become-
frozen-conflict 

• https://www.cato.org/blog/long-term-solutions-ukraine-crisis 
• https://www.chathamhouse.org/2019/10/zelenskyy-finds-there-are-no-easy-

solutions-donbas 
• https://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/research_reports/RR900/RR903/RA

ND_RR903.pdf 
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Points to ponder over and promote issue of –  

• Russian Strategic Culture 
• Failing of Institution Building in Weaker States 
• European angle to Russian-Ukrainian Conflict 
• NATO – Ukraine  
• Russian Social Media in Europe and its influence in Opinion Making 
• Regional Economic Growth and International Capital Flows: The Case of Ukraine 
• Economic reconstruction of the Donbass 
• The Minsk Agreement 
• Ukrainian elite and the continuing conflict 
• Infusion of arms and ammunitions in separatist movements 
• Russian role in separatist movements. 
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All the best! 

 
*** 

 


