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Mandate of the United Nations Environment Programme 
  
The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is the leading global 
environmental authority that sets the global environmental agenda, promotes the 
coherent implementation of the environmental dimension of sustainable development 
within the United Nations system, and serves as an authoritative advocate for the global 
environment. 
Our mission is to provide leadership and encourage partnership in caring for the environment 
by inspiring, informing, and enabling nations and peoples to improve their quality of life 
without compromising that of future generations. 
Headquartered in Nairobi, Kenya, we work through our divisions as well as our regional, 
liaison and out-posted offices and a growing network of collaborating centres of excellence. 
We also host several environmental conventions, secretariats and inter-agency coordinating 
bodies. UN Environment is led by our Executive Director.  
We categorize our work into seven broad thematic areas: climate change, disasters and 
conflicts, ecosystem management, environmental governance, chemicals and 
waste, resource efficiency, and environment under review. In all of our work, we maintain 
our overarching commitment to sustainability.  
 
 

The UNEP will always act on conformity  with the principles of the United Nations. The 
principles of the United Nations are mentioned in UN Charter. The link to the same is – 
https://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/ 
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Agenda Brief 
  

“Discussing the strengthening of environmental laws to restore planet”. 
  

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP or UN Environment[1]) is responsible for 
coordinating the UN's environmental activities and assisting developing countries in 
implementing environmentally sound policies and practices.  
UNEP was founded in 1972 by Canadian businessman and philanthropist Maurice Strong, its 
first director, following the United Nations Conference on the Human 
Environment (Stockholm Conference). Its mandate covers a wide range of areas, including 
the atmosphere, marine and terrestrial ecosystems, environmental governance, and green 
economic development. UNEP's activities include developing international 
environmental conventions; promoting environmental science and information; working with 
public and private stakeholders on developing and implementing policy; funding and 
implementing environmental development projects, such as reforestation and wetlands 
restoration; and formulating guidelines on issues such as the international trade in potentially 
harmful chemicals, transboundary air pollution, and contamination of international waterways. It 
also maintains a repository of scientific and environmental research.  
As a member of the United Nations Development Group, UNEP aims to help the world meet the 
17 Sustainable Development Goals. Over the last thirty years, it has increasingly focused 
on climate change, helping create or implement environmental treaties and institutions, such as 
the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change. In 1988, it joined the World 
Meteorological Organization to establish the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC), a leading authority on the science of climate change and options 
for adaptation and mitigation. UNEP is also one of several "Implementing Agencies" for 
the Global Environment Facility (GEF), the Multilateral Fund for the Implementation of 
the Montreal Protocol, and the International Cyanide Management Code. 
UNEP also hosts the secretariats of many critical multilateral environmental agreements and 
research bodies, bringing together nations and the environmental community to tackle the 
greatest challenges of our time. These include the following: 

1. The Convention on Biological Diversity  

(For more: https://www.cbd.int/convention/guide/?id=web ) 

2. The convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora  
 (For more: https://www.cites.org/eng ) 

3. The Minamata Convention on mercury 

(For more: http://www.mercuryconvention.org/  ) 

4. The Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions 

(For more: http://www.brsmeas.org/  ) 

5. The Vienna Convention for the Protection of Ozone Layer and Montreal Protocol 
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(For more: http://ozone.unep.org/en/treaties-and-decisions/vienna-convention-protection-
ozone-layer  ) 

6.  The Convention on Migratory Species 
              (For more: http://www.cms.int/index.php  ) 
7. The Carpathian Convention 

       (For more: http://www.carpathianconvention.org/   ) 
8. The Bamako Convention 

 (For more: https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/environmental-rights-and-
governance/what-we-do/meeting-international-environmental   ) 

9. The Tehran Convention 

(For more:  http://www.tehranconvention.org/ ) 

  
>What are Environmental laws? 
Humanity has been aware of its environment far longer than there have been laws to protect 
environments. Environmental law, or sometimes known as environmental and natural 
resources law, is a term used to explain regulations, statutes, local, national and international 
legislation, and treaties designed to protect the environment from damage and to explain the 
legal consequences of such damage towards governments or private entities or individuals. 
As we will explain in the next section, it covers many areas, all with the same purpose 
already described here. However, the term “environmental law” does not just cover 
government legislation. It can also describe a desire by businesses and other organizations, 
and their regulators to work towards improving ethical principles by setting regulation and 
industry standards for operating licenses. These are not “laws” per se but act as such within a 
regulatory framework. It can also apply a method of land management on a kind of 
understanding of acting responsibly and ethically. 
Similarly, impact assessment is not always legally required, but the permission to develop, 
construct, modify or engineer can often be refused if one is not carried out. These are 
voluntary regulations rather than law conducted for the good of the environment and the local 
population. For various reasons, environmental law has always been a flashpoint of 
controversy. Debates often center on cost, the necessity of such regulations, and the age-old 
friction between government regulation and encouraging the market to self-regulate and do 
the right thing for the good of everyone. For example, the ongoing debate over the impact of 
certain pesticides in agriculture, greenhouse gas emissions are often a battle between the 
science and industry's attempts to muddy the science and government lobbying to roll back 
legislation. The other side of the debate is that current industry regulations and legislation are 
insufficient. Both sides regularly hold conferences to discuss aspects of environmental law 
and how they should go about getting them changed in their favor. 
Whichever way we look at it, environmental law affects all of us - individual health, business 
activity, geographical sustainability, and the importance of preserving those for the future 
generations and economy. 
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>Strengthening environmental governance: 
 In West Asia, UNEP’s Environmental Governance sub-programme promotes informed 
science-based environmental decision-making to enhance global and regional environmental 
cooperation and governance. UNEP’s Regional office for West Asia works with twelve states 
in the region along with major groups and stakeholders, to help bridge the science and policy 
gaps by keeping the state of the environment under review, identifying threats at an early 
stage, developing sound environmental policies, strategies, legislation and helping states 
successfully implement these policies. 
In West Asia,  seek to advance and strengthen the state of the environment while also 
supporting sustainable development. Environmental governance includes policy, rules and 
norms that govern human behaviour and it also addresses who makes decisions, how 
decisions are made and carried out, the scientific information needed for decision-making and 
how the public and major stakeholders can participate in the decision-making. 
Environmental challenges and issues may be regulated on a national or local basis, but some 
environmental challenges may affect more than one nation and would therefore require 
regional or global actions and agreements. In addition, transboundary issues where one 
environmental challenge emerging in one country could shift to a neighbouring country could 
also lead to tension and aggravation of the situation. 
In implementing the Environmental Governance mission in West Asia, UNEP supports, 
guides and focuses on the following areas: 

• Providing technical assistance to governments to enhance their capacity to strengthen 
and implement environmental law and multilateral environmental agreements; 

• Strengthening the scientific basis for decision-making by undertaking and supporting 
national, sub-regional and regional institutions in carrying out integrated 
environmental assessments and state of environment reporting; 

• Facilitating access to environmental data and information and supporting indicator 
development and networking; 

• Early warning of emerging threats: timely identification and vulnerability assessment 
of emerging environmental threats; 

• Building and strengthening capacity at the regional and national levels on integrated 
environmental assessment, early warning and information systems; 

• Support to regional and sub-regional ministerial forums for policy exchange and 
priority-setting for key environmental issues; 

• Support to the mainstreaming of environmental sustainability in national development 
processes and UN common country programming processes; 

• Promotes and supports sound science and policy advice for environmental decision-
making; 

• Engages civil society and stakeholders in policy dialogue. 
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>Regional Flagship Projects and Initiatives: 
Kuwait Environmental Governance Initiative (KEGI)- Developing capacities for better 
implementation 
This project helped setting the stage for Kuwait Environment Public Authority to be aligned 
with Kuwait National Development Plan and the SDGs and support the implementation 
agenda under the new Environmental Protection Law (EPL). UNEP’s responsibility within 
the KEGI project is to support Kuwait Environment Public Authority (KEPA) in developing 
its capacities necessary for effective participation in the Multilateral Environmental 
Agreements (MEAs), and to provide technical support in the strengthening of MEAs and 
Internationally Agreed Development Goals (IADGs). 
  
  
  
Green Gulf Initiative – Guidelines and manuals for policy development 
A partnership agreement has been signed between UNEP and the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) secretariat aiming to address pressing environmental issues facing the GCC countries. 
The overall project objective is to work closely with the Gulf Cooperation Council and its’ 
Member States to produce guidelines and manuals that would support them in reviewing their 
existing standards for air quality, coastal development and chemical management and, where 
appropriate, update and develop them for the purpose of policy development and 
implementation. 
Legislative Framework Compilation and assessment in West Asia 
In this ongoing project, UNEP is conducting a compilation of the latest environmental 
legislations in the 12 countries of the West Asian region and analyzing the environmental 
legislative frameworks that will result in producing a report including recommendations and 
gap analysis. The compilation will also include international treaties signed by the States, 
decrees and decisions. 
Association for Environmental Law Lecturers in Middle East and North Africa 
Universities (ASSELMU) 
The 2018 Middle East Environment Law Scholars Conference was sponsored by UNEP and 
the conference officially launched the Association for Environmental Law Lecturers in 
Middle East Universities (ASSELMU) as the umbrella association for academics who 
conduct research, or teach environment related law courses, in a university in the Middle East 
region. The aim with the association is to bring together leading environmental law scholars, 
as well as regional and local law, management and policy practitioners, to advance 
knowledge exchange on the implementation and application of multilateral environmental 
agreements. The next ASSELMU is taking place in Kuwait on 4-5 November 2020. 
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>Global Projects where West Asia is taking part: 
The Montevideo Programme: A Decade of Action on Environmental Law 
Since 1982, UNEP has conducted its environmental law activities on the basis of sequential 
ten-year Montevideo Programmes for the Development and Periodic Review of 
Environmental Law.  In March 2019, the UN Environment Assembly adopted the Fifth 
Montevideo Programme for the Development and Periodic Review of Environmental Law 
(Montevideo Programme V).  The programme has commenced in January 2020. 
National focal points and stakeholders will participate in the Montevideo V Programme's first 
global meeting scheduled to be held on 23-25 March 2020, in Rio de Janeiro. Participants 
will provide guidance to UNEP on relevant institutional and implementation arrangements 
for the programme, together with identifying needs and priorities in the field of 
environmental rule of law. West Asia Focal points will have the opportunity to discuss 
regional challenges under the Environmental law and share experiences with other law 
makers and experts from more around the Globe.    
  
>Key Publications: 
Environmental Rule of Law 
The Environmental Rule of Law report draws on experiences, challenges, viewpoints, and 
successes of diverse countries around the world, highlighting global trends as well as 
opportunities for countries and partners to strengthen the environmental rule of law. The 
Report also highlights numerous actionable steps that States can take to support 
environmental rule of law. 
Global Environment Outlook 
The Global Environment Outlook (GEO) is UNEP’s flagship assessment and the only UN 
report with an outlook component to provide a regular update on the state and trends of the 
global environment. It identifies policy options and their indicative costs and benefits, 
bringing diverse stakeholder groups together to raise awareness on these key trends and 
policy solutions. The sixth Global Environment Outlook (GEO-6), focusing on the theme 
“healthy planet, healthy people”, aims to help policymakers and all of society achieve the 
environmental dimension of the Sustainable Development Goals, internationally agreed 
environmental goals and the multilateral environmental agreements. 
Environment Outlook for the Arab Region (EOAR) 
The Environment Outlook for the Arab Region (EOAR) is the first official, comprehensive, 
and integrated assessment of the state of environment in the Arab region. It is a credible, 
scientific assessment that provides a base for policy formulation in the region. The report was 
prepared in response to a decision by the Council of Arab Ministers Responsible for the 
Environment (CAMRE), in its 17th session, held at the headquarters of the Secretariat-
General of the League of Arab States, in Cairo, Egypt, in December 2005. 
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Arab Region: Atlas of Our Changing Environment 
The Arab Region: Atlas of Our Changing Environment is a unique and powerful publication 
which brings to light stories of environmental change at more than 80 locations spread across 
the Arab region. Using a combination of ground photographs, current and historical satellite 
images, and narrative based on extensive scientific evidence, the atlas illustrates how humans 
have altered their surroundings and continue to make observable and measurable changes to 
the Arab region and its environment. 
Vulnerability Assessment of Freshwater in West Asia 
The project is a national and regional vulnerability assessment that will contribute to a better 
understanding of freshwater resources vulnerability to threats and its impacts on development 
options, human well-being and the environment. It identifies the potential impacts of climate 
change on water resources in the region and assesses the current adaptive capacity of the 
water sector. It also provides decision makers with strategic responses and policy options to 
improve water resource management including adaptation measures. 
  
Core Set of Sustainable Development Indicators for the Arab Region 
The Core Set of Sustainable Development Indicators provides guidelines for the development 
and use of environmental indicators for the Arab region. It presents a core set of priority 
environmental indicators addressing three priority themes in the region - freshwater 
resources, land resources and coastal and marine environment. Additionally, the report 
presents other WSSD-WEHAB priority themes, including energy, biodiversity, health and 
environment. 

> REPORT: Dramatic growth in laws to protect environment, but widespread failure 
to enforce finds report 

The first-ever global assessment of environmental rule of law finds weak 
enforcement to be a global trend that is exacerbating environmental threats, despite 
prolific growth in environmental laws and agencies worldwide over the last four 
decades. 
Despite a 38-fold increase in environmental laws put in place since 1972, failure to 
fully implement and enforce these laws is one of the greatest challenges to 
mitigating climate change, reducing pollution and preventing widespread species 
and habitat loss, the UN Environment report found. 
The report is being released as climate experts and political and economic leaders 
seek to address dire findings released in October by the United Nations’ 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, which urged rapid action to 
transform the global economy at a speed and scale that has “no documented 
historic precedent.” 
"This report solves the mystery of why problems such as pollution, declining 
biodiversity and climate change persist despite the proliferation of environmental 
laws in recent decades, ”David Boyd, UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and 
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the Environment said, “ Unless the environmental rule of law is strengthened, even 
seemingly rigorous rules are destined to fail and the fundamental human right to a 
healthy environment will go unfulfilled." 
While international aid did help countries to enter into over 1,100 environmental 
agreements since 1972 and develop many environmental framework laws, neither 
aid, nor domestic budgeting, has led to the establishment of strong environmental 
agencies capable of effectively enforcing laws and regulations. The report authors 
identify multiple factors contributing to poor enforcement of environmental rule of 
law, including poor coordination across government agencies, weak institutional 
capacity, lack of access to information, corruption and stifled civic engagement. 
“We have the machinery in the form of laws, regulations and agencies to govern our 
environment sustainably,” Joyce Msuya, Acting Executive Director of UN 
Environment said, “ Political will is now critical to making sure our laws work for 
the planet. This first global assessment on environmental rule of law highlights the 
work of those standing on the right side of history — and how many nations are 
stronger and safer as a result.” 
The report details the many developments in environmental law since 1972, 
including the adoption of a constitutional right to a healthy environment by 88 
countries, with another 65 countries having enshrined environmental protection in 
their constitutions. In addition, over 350 environmental courts and tribunals have 
been established in over 50 countries, and more than 60 countries have at least 
some legal provisions for citizens’ right to environmental information. 
 “The international community can do more,” Carl Bruch, Director of International 
Programs at the Environmental Law Institute said. “Too often donor support 
focuses on very specific areas of the environment, resulting in robust environmental 
programs in some areas, and no funding or attention to other areas. This patchwork 
approach can undermine environmental rule of law by not providing consistency in 
implementation and enforcement and by sending confusing messages to the 
regulated community and the public.  As a result, many of these laws have yet to 
take root across society, and in most instances, the culture of environmental 
compliance is weak or non-existent.” 
The report devotes significant attention to one particularly worrying trend: the 
growing resistance to environmental laws, which has been most evident in the 
harassment, arbitrary arrests threats, and killing of environmental defenders. 
Between 2002 and 2013, 908 people — including forest rangers, government 
inspectors, and local activists – were killed in 35 countries, and in 2017 alone, 197 
environmental defenders were murdered. 
 “The criminalization and increasing attacks on environment defenders are clear 
violations of environmental rule of law and an affront to the rights, roles and 
contributions of indigenous peoples and civil society in protecting our 
environment.  This report captures the prevailing lack of accountability, strong 
environmental governance and respect for human rights for the sustainability of our 
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environment,” said Joan Carling, indigenous rights activist and environmental 
defender from the Philippines. 
The effective engagement of an informed civil society results in better decision 
making by government, more responsible environmental actions by companies, and 
more effective environmental law. The provision of periodic reports on domestic 
environmental quality, including on air quality and water quality helps achieve 
these goals. Unfortunately, according to the Environmental Democracy Index, only 
20 of 70 countries reviewed, or 28 percent, are ranked as “good” or “very good” in 
producing a regular, comprehensive, and current “State of the Environment” 
report.  In India, Thailand, and Uganda, data on pollution stemming from industrial 
facilities can only be obtained through a personal contact. 

 
  
  
>Sources; 
https://www.unep.org/about-un-environment/why-does-un-environment-matter 

https://www.unenvironment.org/regions/west-asia/regional-initiatives/strengthening-
environmental-governance 

https://www.environmentalscience.org/environmental-law 

https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/dramatic-growth-laws-protect-
environment-widespread-failure-enforce 

https://www.dw.com/en/five-of-the-worlds-biggest-environmental-problems/a-35915705 

https://www.researchgate.net/topic/Environment-Protection 

  
  

  
  
  
  
 
 


