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UNGA – 1 Disarmament and 
International Security Committee 

 
“Implementation Of The Declaration Of The Indian Ocean As A Zone Of Peace (IOZOP)" 

 

Every gun that is made, every warship launched, every rocket fired signifies in the final sense, a theft 
from those who hunger and are not fed, those who are cold and are not clothed. This world in arms is 
not spending money alone. It is spending the sweat of its laborers, the genius of its scientists, the hopes 
of its children. This is not a way of life at all in any true sense. Under the clouds of war, it is humanity 
hanging on a cross of iron." 

- US President Dwight D. Eisenhower 

Committee history: 

The General Assembly First Committee (First Committee) is one of the six committees of 
General Assembly, and is the key body on discussing the matters of disarmament and security 
in the United Nations. The existence of First Committee could be dated back to the beginning 
of the United Nations, and has contributed to many resolutions and treaties, which deal with 
international security. Until now, First Committee still contributes a lot toward the United 
Nations. The General Assembly is comprised all 193 Member States of the United Nations, as 
stipulated in Article 9 of Charter. Each Member State has one vote, and decisions on important 
matters require a two-third majority. Furthermore, General Assembly plays as a policy-making 
and representative of the United Nations. It provides a forum for multilateral discussions on 
the matters outlined in the Charter, specifically within Article 10. According to Article 20, the 
General Assembly shall meet in regular annual sessions and such special sessions as occasion 
may be required. For recent sessions, the top eight agenda items of the 69th session were: 
promotion of sustained economic growth and sustainable development in accordance with the 
relevant resolutions of the General Assembly and recent United Nations conferences, 
maintenance of international peace and security, development of Africa, promotion of human 
rights, effective coordination of humanitarian assistance efforts, promotion of justice and 
international law, disarmament, and drug control, crime prevention and combating 
international terrorism in all its forms and manifestations. Some topics, for example, 
disarmament and development of Africa are ongoing concerns of First Committee, but there 
are still new issues related to recent events such as counter-terrorism.  

Mandate: 

The First Committee aims at promoting, establishing and maintaining international peace and 
security in the scope within the United Nations Charter, which calls General Assembly to take 
cooperative measures and arrangements considering general principles of international peace 
and security issues, “including the principles governing disarmament and the regulation of 
armaments, and may make recommendations with regard to such principles to the Members or 
to the Security Council or to both.” In these regards, General Assembly is specifically given 
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the right to take up the issues of disarmament. Concerning international security in the context 
of disarmament, the First Committee, coping with not only conventional arms but also 
Weapons of Mass Destructions (WMDs) such as Chemical Weapons, Biological Weapons and 
nuclear power, dedicates to achieving the goal of general and complete disarmament under 
effective international cooperation through arms control, combating illicit trade of arms, and 
other related measures. 
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Introduction to the Topic: 

The question of establishing a zone of peace in the Indian Ocean was included in the agenda 
of the General Assembly for the first time in 1971, under an item entitled “Declaration of the 
Indian Ocean as a zone of peace”, at the request of Sri Lanka, later joined by the United 
Republic of Tanzania. As a result of that initiative, the General Assembly adopted resolution 
2832 (XXVI), by which the Indian Ocean, within limits to be determined, together with the 
airspace above and the ocean floor subjacent thereto, was designated for all time as a zone of 
peace. The Assembly also called upon the great Powers to enter in to consultations with the 
littoral States of the Indian Ocean with a view to halting the further escalation of their military 
presence there and to eliminating from the area all bases, military installations and logistical 
supply facilities, nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction. Furthermore, it 
called upon the littoral and hinterland States, the permanent members of the Security Council 
and other major maritime users of the Indian Ocean to enter into consultations aimed at the 
implementation of the Declaration whereby (a) warships and military aircraft would not use 
the Indian Ocean for any threat or use of force against any littoral or hinterland State; (b) the 
right to free and unimpeded use of the zone by the vessels of all nations would be ensured; and 
(c) international agreement would be reached for the maintenance of the Indian Ocean as a 
zone of peace. 

In latest happenings, an ad hoc committee with the same agenda was formed in 2005. They 
released a report which can be found here -   

https://www.un.org/press/en/2005/gaio4.doc.htm#:~:text=The%20General%20Assembly%20
declared%20the,presence%20in%20the%20Indian%20Ocean . 

Several changes in the corridors of power have taken place around the world – ideological, 
political and moral. There has been a paradigm shift in terms of how the region is viewed in 
the world. Several multilateral forums like SAARC and RCEP have come up around the region. 
The amount of oil and finance passing through the region is unprecedented. In these times, 
what is the scope of this agenda? Does seek to limit or extrapolate the powers of a select few 
economies? Is the notion of a zone of peace so just in letters?  

Clearly, policies have changed in thousands of different angles since the first declaration.  

  

Points to discuss:  

• What is the meaning of the concept of a 'zone of peace'?  
• What functions would be fulfilled by a 'zone of peace' in the Indian Ocean, in 

relation to the objectives of States with interests in the Ocean, and in terms of global 
objectives of peace and security?  

• To what extent is a 'zone of peace' in the Indian Ocean in various senses of that term 
that may be distinguished - politically and strategically feasible? 

• Possibility of bettering language in the declaration in context of words like ‘littoral’, 
‘hinterland’ and ‘great powers’ to remove, decrease a sense of vagueness. 

• Discussing current stances on the same of the ‘great powers’. 
• Revisiting the entire declaration citing a changed attitude toward global cooperation 
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• SAARC and Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace 
• Relevance of the entire declaration in current time, in reference to the rise of China 

and India.  
• Defining the boundaries – air and land – of the zone of peace.  
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All the best! 
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